CHAPTER    II
SALISBURY AND THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE
1886-7
THERE were important foreign developments, in which Lord
Salisbury's Government played, a considerable part, during
these years.
In 1878 Lord Beaconsfield won. a resounding diplomatic victory by
placing his veto on the union of Eastern Rumelia and Bulgaria, and
on that basis brought back " peace with honour " from the Congress
of Berlin. In 1885 the two Bulgarias proclaimed their union, and
Salisbury, who had been Lord Beaconsfield's principal coadjutor in
Berlin and who was Foreign Secretary as well as Prime Minister
in the short stop-gap Government of that year, astonished and mystified
the other Powers by declining to join in the measures proposed by
the Conference of Ambassadors at Constantinople to prevent the
Union. This was a startling breach in the traditional Conservative
policy, but Salisbury, as his biographer has made clear, was never
more than lukewarm in his pro-Turkish sympathies, and left to himself
he seems to have yielded to a sincere humanitarian objection to recall-
ing Turkish troops, as the other Powers proposed, and giving them
carte llanche to restore what they caEed " order" in this region.
But this decision left the other Powers in great confusion, and for
different reasons was equally displeasing to Germany and Russia. The
Tsar should in theory have hailed the union of the two Bulgarias as
a Russian triumph, but he had a strong personal objection to Prince
Alexander, whom the reunited Bulgarians had invited to be
their Prince and who was rapidly becoming their hero. It would
at this moment have been highly convenient to the Tsar if he could
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